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Dear Colleagues, 
 
Welcome to the annual conference of the Academy of International Business, Western United 
States Chapter (AIB US-W). We are pleased to welcome you to this event, hosted by the    
Daniels College of Business at the University of Denver. The AIB US-W chapterôs purpose is 
to provide AIB members with opportunities to present their research, exchange ideas, and    
establish professional contacts in the field of international business. 
 
AIB US-W is a chapter of the Academy of International Business, the leading association of 
scholars and specialists in international business. AIB membership now exceeds 3,000     
scholars, researchers, practitioners, and officials from around the world. It also includes 18 
chapters worldwide, such as AIB US-W, whose goal is to facilitate knowledge exchange and 
networking about international business in a more regional setting.  
 
The success of our chapter would not be possible without the efforts of our many supporters 
and friends. We are grateful to our Program Chair, Dr. Nila Wiese, University of Puget Sound, 
who has made this conference possible. We are also grateful to our executives, Dr. Tanvi     
Kothari and Dr. Sarika Pruthi, both from San Jose State University. 
 
We are deeply indebted to Dr. Dan Baack and the Daniels College of Business at the  
University of Denver for hosting the conference and for providing this yearôs venue. We also 
acknowledge Dr. Manuel Serapio and the support of the Centers for International Business  
Education and Research (CIBERs) at Brigham Young University and University of Colorado 
Denver. Finally, we are obliged to the conference authors, reviewers, panelists, participants, 
and volunteers, without whom this event would not be possible.  
 
Nestled alongside the Rocky Mountains, Denver combines 300 days of sunshine, a thriving 
cultural scene, and natural beauty that together make for one of the world's most spectacular 
playgrounds.  Denver has been ranked No. 1 on Forbes magazineôs list of the Best Places for 
Business and Careers. The region is home to large multinationals and innovative firms in a 
wide range of industries.  Denver is a unique venue for the 2018 conference, and provides a 
wonderful opportunity to learn and converse on many topics vital to international business. 

Best wishes for a great conference, and thank you for your participation! 
 
Gary Knight  
Chair, AIB US-W 
Professor and Helen Jackson Chair  
Willamette University 
Salem and Portland, Oregon 
gknight@willamette.edu 
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Program at a Glance  

Friday, October 19 

Saturday, October 20 

Thursday, October 18 

18:00-20:00  Registration & Opening Reception 

Flagstoneôs RestaurantðHoliday Inn Denver, Cherry Creek  

08:30-09:30  Registration 

09:00-09:20  Welcome Remarks 

09:20-10:40  Panel: Executivesô Perspectives on International Business  

10:40-11:00  Executive Panel - Coffee Break 

11:00-12:30  Competitive Sessions 1.1 

12:30-13:50  Luncheon and Plenary Session: The Globalization of Chinese Companies  

14:00-15:10  Competitive Sessions 1.2 

15:10-15:30  International Entrepreneurship Workshop - Coffee Break 

15:30-18:00  Faculty Development Workshop on International Entrepreneurship 

08:30-09:30  Registration 

09:00-10:15  Panel: Gender Issues in IB 

10:15-10:30  Gender in IB Panel - Coffee Break 

10:30-12:00  Competitive Sessions 2.1 & Paper Development Workshop 

12:00-13:30  Luncheon & Meet the Editor Session  

13:30-14:40  Competitive Sessions 2.2 

14:45-15:30  Business Meeting & Awards 



 

 

08:30 - 09:30 Registration (Joy Burns Center, Atrium) 
09:00-09:20 Welcome Remarks  
Joy Burns Center (JBC) - 231 

 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 19 

Gary Knight is the Helen Jackson Chair in International Business at Willamette 
University in Salem and Portland, Oregon, USA. Gary has co-authored six books, 
including two textbooks on international business and a book on international 
marketing research. He has won awards for excellence in teaching at Willamette 
University and in the MBA program at Florida State University, where he directed the 
schoolôs International Business Program for 15 years.  
  Dr. Knightôs research emphasizes international strategy, international marketing, 
international entrepreneurship, and technology in international business. Gary has 
authored more than 100 refereed articles in academic journals and conference 
proceedings, including Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science, Journal of 
International Marketing, International Business Review, Journal of International 
Business Studies, and Journal of World Business, among others. Along with his co-
author S. Tamer Cavusgil, Dr. Knight won the 2014 Journal of International Business 
Studies Decade Award for their article on international entrepreneurship and born 
global firms. Prior to joining academia, he was an executive in international business, 
with a focus in Europe, Japan, and Mexico.  
  Dr. Knight earned his MBA at the University of Washington and PhD at Michigan 
State University, in marketing and international business. Earlier degrees were in 
Finance and Modern Languages. 

Nila M. Wiese is Professor of International Business and Marketing in the School 
of Business and Leadership at the University of Puget Sound, in Tacoma, Washington. 
At Puget Sound, she has been named the Nat S. and Marian W. Rogers Professor (2007
-09 & 2017-19), and was the Director of the Business Leadership Program from 2012-
2017. Dr. Wiese has taught extensively in undergraduate, graduate and EMBA 
programs in the USA, Central America, and Asia. She has professional experience in 
banking, consulting, and executive training. Prior to joining Puget Sound, Dr. Wiese 
worked in small business development in Central America and for the State of 
Washington. Dr. Wieseôs current research interests are in the areas of international 
business strategy particularly focusing on base of the pyramid markets and Latin 
America, and on gender issues in international management.  
  Dr. Wiese has a Ph.D. in Marketing from the University of Oregon and a Master in 
International Management from Baylor University.    

Daniel W. Baack is the Associate Dean and Faculty Director for the Full-time,    
Executive, and Professional MBA programs at the Daniels College of Business, as well 
as Associate Professor of Marketing. Dr. Baackôs research focuses on advertising      
effectiveness and the influence of culture in international marketing. He is currently 
working on the second edition of his textbook International Marketing by Sage Publica-
tions. Dr. Baack has published his research in various journals including the Journal of 
International Business Studies, Journal of Advertising, Journal of Advertising Re-
search, Journal of International Management, Journal of International Marketing, Eu-
ropean Journal of Marketing, Journal of Business Research, International Business 
Review, and the Journal of Product and Brand Management.   

 


